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PREFACE 

It is with immense pride and gratitude that 
I present the Annual Report of ICAR-Indian 
Institute of Spices Research for 2024/ a year 
of special significance as we celebrate the 
Golden Jubilee of our Institute. For 50 years/ 
we have dedicated ourselves to advancing 
research/ innovation/ and contributing to 
the growth of the spice economy in India. 
Our journey has been marked by stellar 
achievements and transformative 
contributions that have shaped the spice 
sector. 

The year2024 has been remarkable/ with 
key milestones reaffirming our commitment 
to scientific excellence and technology 
dissemination. We issued 38 licenses for 
various technologies/ demonstrating 
increasing industry interest in our research. 
Collaborative partnerships with institutions 
such as ICAR-CTCRI and ICAR-NBAIR/ and a 
strategic agreement with the Spices Board/ 
have bolstered our outreach and impact/ 
ensuring that our research reaches spice­
growing regions across the country. 

A significant highlight of the year was the 
release of two new spice crop varieties: IISR 
Surasa/ a ginger variety developed through 
a farmer participatory approach/ and IISR 
Surya/ a turmeric variety distinguished by 
its unique light yellow colour. These 
varieties represent our commitment to 
addressing farmers and consumers' needs 
through targeted breeding and varietal 
improvement programs. 

Despite these achievements/ 2024 
presented challenges/ particularly the 
devastating landslide in Wayanad. This 
tragedy highlighted the ecological 
sensitivities associated with spice farming/ 
strengthening our resolve to promote 
research that mitigates climate risks and 
reduces the ecological footprint of spice 
cu Itivation. 

Our efforts in the North Eastern Hill (NEH) 
region have gained momentum through 
collaborations with public and NGO sectors/ 
particularly in strengthening seed supply 
chains. Tata Trust-funded interventions and 
a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Meghalaya Farmer Empowerment 
Commission have played a crucial role in 
enhancing seed systems and expanding our 
presence in the region. 

Entrepreneurship development in the spice 
sector remains a priority/ with programs like 
'UDAYAM' fostering agripreneurship among 
women/ youth/ and students. Our training 
initiatives continue to be in high demand/ 
equipping stakeholders with marketable 
skills. The management of Intellectual 
Property (IP) has become increasingly 
important for research institutions. Our 
efforts in identifying/ valuing/ and 
protecting intellectual assets have yielded 
positive results. 

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to Dr. 
Himanshu Pathak/ Director General of ICAR 
and Secretary DARE/ for his continuous 
support and guidance. I also express my 
sincere thanks to Dr. S K Singh/ Deputy 
Director General (Horticultural Sciences)/ 
for his invaluable leadership and 
encouragement. Special thanks to 
Dr. Sudhakar Pandey/ Assistant Director 
General (Flowers/ Vegetables/ Spices/ 
Medicinal Plants)/ for his valuable insights 
and support. My sincere thanks to the 
editors for their meticulous efforts in 
compiling this report. 

With determination and optimism/ we look 
forward to another year of impactful 
research and continued contributions to the 
spice sector . 

. ~ 
Kozhikode 

3 I January 2025 Director 
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